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editors 

message 

Though this is to be the November 
issue, I do hope that you will all receive 
your copies early enough to plan on atten¬ 
ding our NOVEMBER ELECTION MEETING. I 
realize there has lately been quite a 
delay in getting this paper out to each 
of you but there seems to be no absolute 
solution at this time due to the fact that 
we are a third class mailer. 

Well, so far a few brave souls have 
come forward and definitely submitted their 
names as candidates for the 1986 YACO Board: 
RON HILL for President, EMME COLENDICH for 
Vice President, EVA BULICH for Financial 
Secretary and GERI HEEBNER for Publicity 
Director. These people have committed them¬ 
selves to YACO for 1986 but if you or any¬ 
one else that you know would consider 
serving, please do not hesitate to submit 
their names at the November meeting. 

YACO needs people who will roll up their 
sleeves and get in and do some serious work 
for our organization. Whether or not you 
decide to serve on the Board, don't think 
that YACO doesn't need you. 

The NOVEMBER ELECTION Meeting is your 
opportunity to speak up for YACO and what 
you would like to see in the coming years. 
Come to this meeting and cast your votes. 
Remember, this is YOUR organization. 

NOVEMBER ELECTION - NOV. 3, 1985 
_***** 


HAPPY 



PRESIDENT: 

JOHN BISKUP . 724-2118 

VICE-PRESIDENT: 

JACK OSORIO . 722-7686 

SECRETARY: 

STEPHANIE BOKARIZA.24-6054 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: 

EVA BULICH . 724-0278 

TREASURER: 

MIKE CASTELAN.724-2196 

PUBLICITY’ DIRECTOR: 

JOYCE KUSANOVICH . 724-8259 


MEETING 

WHEN: SUNDAY - NOV. 3, 1985 

7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

WHERE: VFW HALL 

1960 Freedom Boulevard 
WATSONVILLE CA 95076 

WHO: All YACO members and friends. 

PROGRAM: Short business meeting and 

then ELECTION OF 1986 OFFICERS'.!!! 

Refreshments will be served 
as deliciously as always. 

_ _ ___—_____ ***** 
























MANY THANKS !! 

Oct. 1> 1985 


TO THE EDITOR: 

This note is written to commend NAIDA 
NICHOLAS on her setting up and running the 
YACO booth at the Apple Annual. The weather 
was poor but our spirits were high and that 
is what counts. Continued participation in 
community affairs helps to keep our club 
alive. NAIDA always does her share and 
once again came through for YACO. Thank you! 

Sincerely, GERI HEEBNER. 


MEMORY LANE 


I was mistaken as to who did give me the 
picture on page 7 of last month's issue. The 
picture came from MARY BASICH LAWRENCE. MARY 
had been visiting at ANDY TRKLA's home and 
ANDY showed her the picture. MARY had it 
copied and enlarged and thought I might be 
interested. She was absolutely right! 

T talked with MARY and also with MAE 
STOLICH and they both remembered the picture 
being taken for the Jr. Order of C.F.U. 
(Pomadak) in 1929 at the Odd Fellows Hall 
in Watsonville. 

MARY and MAE remembered these names from 
the picture though I am not quite sure as 
to what order: MARY ANN JUROVICH, PAULINE 
BUDMAN, JOHN DUJMOVICH & SISTERS, GENEVIEVE 
SIMUNOVICH, NINA MATULICH, NINA MARINOVICH 
& MARY, NIKOLENE LUTICH, HELEN MEKIS, ANDY 
PILO, MARY PILO, BRIMISA GIRLS, ROSE SANCHEZ 
& SISTER, JASPER SIMUNOVICH, JOHN MATIASEVICH, 
DANNY MRACEVIC & BROTHER, TONY BASICH, LOUIE 
IVANOVICH, PETER RADICH, GEORGE & EDDIE 
KOSOVAC, NICK MARINOVICH, 2 MILJANICH BOYS, 
GEORGE MONKOVICH, KATHERINE MONKOVICH, ANDY 
MEKIS, KATHY LISTER, LAURIE MATIASEVICH, 

ANN MATIASEVICH SOLDO, EVA VUKICH, KATY 
BASICH, GEORGE RILOVICH, ROBERT PAVLOVICH, 

BILL GOSPODNETICH, MARY BASICH LAWRENCE, 
FRANCES BAKICH GOSPODNETICH, ANITA BAKICH 
NOVO, MITCHELL LASICH, JOHN LASICH and 
HELENE LETTUNICH THOME. 

If you can remember any oth ers, please 
let me know. If the spellings are incorrect, 
please forgive me. 


***** 


Smashina! 


Well, we could have had more cooperative 
weather but, we did manage to get our booth 
on the road for Watsonville's Apple Annual. 
Much was accomplished because we had many 
willing hands to help. Without LUCILLE 
BOKARICA and her son the actual booth was a 
moot question. However, LUCILLE came forward 
and offered her son't booth and he very 
willingly obliged. For this, a great big 
thank you! 

Full cooperation was extended by BETTY 
JONES, GERI HEEBNER, LENA DERPICH, RON HILL 
and last but not least, WALTER ZUROWSKI and 
TONY COLENDICH. The MIRAMAR Restaurant 
extended their generous help by cooking the 
kobasica. They must have done a great job 
because we had many repeat customers. 

Thank you all and my sincere appreciation 
for all your help. Our $115.00 profit has 
been added to YACO's coffer. 

NAIDA NICHOLAS 


***** 
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HARMONIJA 



HARMONIJA CAPERS 
By NAIDA NICHOLAS 


Last Sunday, on the 6th of October, 
we entertained at the La Manzana and rain 
really did fall on our heads. Neverthe¬ 
less, those of us who arrived early, joined 
in the dancing with the Folk Dance Group 
from Cabrillo College. It was great fun 
and, if nothing else, the drizzle kept us 
cool! We appreciated our inspiring audi¬ 
ence who sat under umbrellas in the lovely 
flower bedecked courtyard. Six year old 
RACHEL FISHLER gave her premiere performance 
bv singing "Djeca i Maca". I think in the 
future we will be hearing more from NICK & 
OLGA CASTELAN's pride and joy. And as 
always ANGIE ADKINS and BILL HANSEN brought 
sunshine with their beautiful solos. 

Our next appearance will be on November 
15th at the Cabrillo College Cafeteria 
at 7:00 p.m. Many other countries will be 
represented to acquaint us with their 
ethnic culture. 

Everybody - Happy Thanksgiving! 
-------***** 



Fun fare 

SELJACKI BAZAR NOVEMBER 3 
by NANCY BJELETICH 

HARMONIJA TO PERFORM 

The Veseli Seljaci Cultural Organization 
will sponsor a unique, entertaining, and fun- 
filled event, SELJACKI BAZAR, on November 3, 
1985. Starting at noon on Sunday the 3rd, 
the activities will take place, rain or shine, 
at Napredak Park Hall, 770 Trimble Road, in 
San Jose. 

This is the first of this type of event, 
which will feature an ethnic touch of 
Yugoslav foods for sale, and demonstrations 
of how some of them are prepared. A bazaar 
of Yugoslav handcrafts, as well as other art 
and crafts, books, plants, and other "white 
elephant" items will make up some of the 
other booths. 

Music will be continuous, performed by 
the Veseli Seljaci, the Santa Clpvn Valiev 
Tamburitzans, and our very special guests, 

The HARMONIJA choir from Watsonville. 

Join us for a delightful afternoon of 
kolo dancing, singing, great entertainment, 
delicious food, and a fascinating supply of 
bazaar items to purchase just in time for 
Christmas! 

Admission at the door will be $2.00. For 
further information contact MARLENE SULAVER 
(408) 252-3850. 
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f Miramar 

Watsonville 

LUNCH 4 DINNIR 

m you owihs piasuE 
WEFEATW SEAFOOD 

PIUS 

HOME-COOKED SPECIALITIES 
★ BANQUET FACILITIES 
★ COCKTAIL L0UN6E 
7 OATS A WEEK 
11:00 AM TO 11:00 PM 

724-5153 

COOCTAIL LOUNOI 
v 724-9176 

V 304 MAIN SmigT 






YACO 

Members 

Pete Derpish 
Bob Zlendicb 
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VESELl 

SELJACI 

NEWS 

by Nancy B|«l*tteh 


As promised in last month's issue, we wish 
to report on the activities of the 1985 Tambur- 
itza Extravanganza in Dearborn, Michigan. 

There was something going on all around us 
practically 24 hours a day as is always the 
case at these celebrations of the tambura. 

Many of the legends of tamburitza music were 
there, the Popovich Brothers, Danny Kukich, 
Libby, and Mirko Roknich amongh them, and 
they continue to entrall their audiences with 
their talents. There were tamburasi such as 
Sinovi of Chicago, Trubaduri, Cigani, and 
Lola who represent the younger, though ex¬ 
perienced, tambura players, many graduates 
of Duquesne University Tamburitzans, who can 
play just about anything imaginable. The 
Gogebic Range tambura orchestra was also 
there, representing the large group, 
such as our own Veseli Seljaci, whose pure 
delight in performing tamburitza music is 
infectious. Finally, a new, very talented 
group, the Biseri, from Detroit performed 
for the first time at this extravaganza. 

The entire gathering, which included more 
orchestras than we have space to mention 
here, gave meaning to the whole idea of this 
yearly event, an exchange of enthusiasm, 
talent, and technique, all with the one 
purpose of perpetuation of tambura music. 


At the Hall of Fame Banquet, new Inductees 
Anthony Muselin, Arthur Kropaj , and Sam 
Krajnovich were awarded their honorary plaques. 
Honor was paid to others including those 
deceased tamburasi who were added to the 
Scroll of Recognition for their dedication 
to the tambura during their lifetime. The 
Detroit Tamburitza Orchestra performed during 
the dinner, demonstrating that the tambura 
adds a strkingly beautiful dimension to sym¬ 
phonic music. 

The Veseli Seljaci met with tremendous 
enthusisam throughout our stay. Our hospi¬ 
tality suites were filled to overflowing 
each time we performed, and the response to 
our music exceeded our expectations during 
those long months we prepared for this event. 
Our concert performance brought a standing 
ovation from a tearful audience that parti¬ 
cularly liked our introduction of the song, 

"Nek Zivi Ljubav". It was a very satisfying 
experience for us all. We are thankful that 
we had the opportunity to represent California, 
inded we were the only performers west of the 
Mississippi. ' 

The entire weekend was filled to capacity, 
and we met many friends. We had a good- 
sized contingency from our area, the entire 
Palihnich family, Sophie Rafalovich, Sylvia 
and Hal Kinney, Andy and Pat Gulermovich 
(Y.A.C.O is everywhere!!!), among them. Many 
friends we have met over the years at other 
extravaganzas were there, some of them rela¬ 
tives of our members, such as Rudy Pesut, 
George and Marty Brkljacich from Chicago, 
Caroline's sister, babydoll from Pittsburgh, 
and Marlene Sulaver's aunts from Minnesota. 

The orchestra Zabava, also from Minnesota 
performed at the extravaganza. They are old 
friends, and were are looking forward to 
(continued next page) 


Agencija 

Adriatic Travel 


Travel Service 
Tours • Cruises 



Notary Public 
Translations 


JOYCE KUSANOVICH: 

976 East Lake Avenue 
Watsonville CA 95076 
(4"8) 728-7766 


691 West "lOtTTSt. 
San Pedro,CA 90731 
Telex: 182470 
(213) 548-1446 


Or Call Toll Free 
in California 
( 800) 262-171R 
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(VESELI continued) 


seeing them next year when they host the 
extravaganza on September 18, 19, & 20, 
1986 at the Radisson South Hotel in Bloom¬ 
ington, Minnesota. NEWS FLASH! THE 1987 
TAMBRUTIZA EXTRAVAGANZA WILL BE HELD IN 
SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA! 

-■-***** 

COOKING 

PILETINA S KISELIM VRHNJEM 
(Croatian Chicken with Sour Cream) 


FREEDOM HEATING 
John Ivelich, Proprietor 
1939 Freedom Boulevard 

Air Conditioning & Sheet Metal 
Work 

Furnace Repair and Installation 

FREE ESTIMATES 724-8900 

YACO MEMBEP 




1 large fryer chicken 
1/2 c. butter or margerin 
3 tbsp. flour 

2 tsp. paprika 
2 c. sour cream 
1 lb. sliced mushroo 
juice of half lemon 
1 tbsp. chopped parsley 
salt and pepper to taste 


c 

ey 


Wash the chicken and cut into pieces. 
Season with salt and pepper. Melt the 
butter over medium heat. Fry the chicken 
in the hot butter until golden on all 
sides. Place the fried chicken in a well 
greased baking dish. Add the flour to 
the butter and cook for approximately 
one minute. Add the lemon juice, 
mushrooms, paprika and sour cream. 

Season with salt and pepper. Pour this 
sauce over the fried chicken. Sprinkle 
with parsley. Cover and bake at 375° 
for approximately three quarters of an 
hour until the chicken is very tender. 
Serves 6. 

(From CROATIAN CUISINE - Kapetanovic) 



SOMETHING NEW 


The Slavonic Cultural Society is going 
full steam with all sorts of cultural 
opportunities. They will have a Beginners 
Tamburitza Class on Mondays at 8:15 to 9:30 p.m. 
at the Slavonic Cultural Center, 60 Onondaga 
Avenue (Corner of Alemany Boulevard) San 
Francisco with GEORGE RUZICH, TAA. If you 
are interested call (415) 283-6091 or (415) 
592-1190 beginning Nov. 4, 1985. For the 
Intermediate and Advanced Tamburitza Classes, 
the location is Walnut Creek, Thursdays, 
7:15-8:30 p.m. & 8:30 - 9:45 p.m. with 
GEORGE RUZICH, TAA, instructing. For more 
information call (415) 283-6091 or (415) 
592-1190. 

The Conversational Language class in 
Croatian-Serbian will begin Monday, Nov. 4, 

1985 thru February 17, 1986 - 16 weeks from 
7 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. at the Slavonic Cultural 
Center, 60 Onondaga Avenue (Corner of 
Alemany Blvd.) San Francisco with DANICA 
ETEROVICH, native of Zagreb as the instructor. 
For more information call Norma (415) 348- 
4291 or Adam (415) 592-1190. 

Leslie Hallock and Carla Angel will be 
conducting the Kolo-Singing Workshops. 

THESE PEOPLE ARE REALLY BUSY BUSY BUSY! I ! I! 
_***** 

Yugoslav Radio Hour 

REMEMBER TO LISTEN TO THE YUGOSLAV _ 

RADIO HOUR EVERY SUNDAY 9:30a.m. WITH 
ANDY & ANN SOLDO, YOUR HOSTS. FOR ANY 
REQUESTS OF BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY, 

REMEMBRANCE, ETC., THEY WILL PLAY THE 
MEMORABLE OLD AS WELL AS THE LATEST 
FAVORITES. (408) 724-5641. 
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Yl/GOSlAV A/RL/NES 


NEWS - SUMMER 1985 

Don't Forget that YUGOSLAV AIRLINES is the only Transatlantic Air Carrier that flys 
NON-STOP within destinations in Yugoslavia from New York and Chicago. 

We still offer the least expensive and fastest way to/from YUGOSLAVIA/USA. 

This season we will introduce NON-STOP service from New York to Dubrovnik. 

FARES TO/FROM YUGOSLAVIA 

-Round trip from Los Angeles to Ljubljana, Zagreb or Belgrade - $968.00 - $1129.00 

-Round trip from Los Angeles to Dubrovnik, Split, Zadar, Rijeka or Pula - $998.00 - $1159.00 

-Round trip from Los Angeles to Skopje, Titograd, Ohrid, Tivat or Pristina - $1018.00 - $1174.00 

-Round trip from Yugoslavia starts from $667.00 


YUGOSLAV AIRLINES SERVICES FROM U.S.A. - SUMMER 1985 

-Five times weekly from New York to Belgrade (Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. , Sat.) 
-Three times weekly NON-STOP to Zagreb (Mon., Tues., Sat.) 

-One time weekly NON-STOP to Ljubljana (Thurs.) 

-One time weekly NON-STOP from Chicago via Ljubljana to Belgrade (Thurs.) 

-One time weekly NON-STOP from New York to Dubrovnik (Fri.) 

All our flights have immediate connections to the cities on the Adriatic Coast. 

You can choose one of the following U.S. Domestic Carriers to New York: American 
Airlines, Trans World Airlines, United Airlines or Pan American. 


OTHER ADVANTAGES 

-Passengers originating on the West Coast will have their luggage accepted under 
piece concept (Two pieces not to exceed 70 lb) 

-Yugoslav Airlines passengers staying in Yugoslavia one week or more are offered 
significant discounts of up to fifty percent on car rentals through Kompas/Hertz 
-Free drinks and headsets for music and movies on all trans-Atlantic Flights 
-Also, a stewardess in national costume will welcome you on board 

For further information, please see your travel agent or contact us at: 

YUGOSLAV AIRLINES 
3440 Wilshire Blvd., #1203 
Los Angeles, CA 90010 
(213) 388-0379, 388-0128 
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By BABE BRAUTOVICH HILL 

Elections, Elections, Elections. Time really 
flies! It seems like only last year we went 
through this. PLEASE come and vote, YACO 
needs your voice in all elections... GOOD 
THOUGHTS & POSITIVE ENERGIES go out to 
PAULINE BATICH & ANN BOPP... How about that? 

NITA GIZDICH in Sunset magazine and this year 
she was Grand Marshall of the Apple Harvest 
Parade. She is a real "Apple Dilly". We 
are all very proud NITA. Time magazine next?... 
The Bazaar was a real success this year again 
despite the weather. Not too many YACOS 
supported the YACO Booth. That was too bad, 
but I'm sure they made some money. ... 

This weekend STEPAHINE BOKARIZA and JOYCE 
KUSANOVICH have a YACO "Sweet Booth" 
at East Lake Village's 21st Birthday. Good 
luck girls. ... Did you know that ANN BOPP 
and PAULINE FORSYTHE's mother, HELEN MINARICH 
had her 100 year Birthday on October 1st? 

Many Happy Returns from all of YACO. ... 
SKUTTLEBUTT: Just heard that the BILL 

LAWRENCES did not move to Marina as planned, 
to YACO's benefit. ... Also the SALINOVICHES 
(MARIANNE is Mrs. MINARICH's granddaughter) 
did move to Salinas. ... I also heard that 
YACO's HARMONIJAgave a performance at 
the local La Manzana. Fantastic! ... The 
STAN JOHNSONS gave a lovely slide presenta¬ 
tion on Englad and Scotland and we finally 
got to see the "Crown Jewels", English 
castles and London at night. Thanks 
a lot STAN & BOBBIE JOHNSON. ... Any winners 
on the California lottery? RON keeps on 


DR. RONALD P. BROOKS (Talijancich) 
CHIROPRACTOR 

Forty-One Carr Street s 

Watsonville, California 95076 * 

728-1030 \ 


winning $2.00- I have won nothing yet, 
but I will. Even if you lose you win because 
our kids will benefit. Right? ... FAMILIAR 
FACES: M/M ZELAK, M/M GULERM0VICH, M/M 
J. GOSPODNETICH, JOHN BASOR, LUCE BAS0R, 
LUCILLE BOKARIZA, NICK, KATIE & LENA DERPICH, 
STELLA LUCICH, ANNA RADALYAC, M/M MIKE 
CASTELAN, M/M TONY COLENDICH, NAIDA NICHOLAS, 
WALTER ZUROWSKI, IRENE STRAZICICH, ANN 
BACKOVICH, GERI HEEBNER, JO PUHERA and NINA 
MATULICH. ... Great cookies STEPHANIE! See 
you next month. 

T00DLE-000 


EXTRA EXTRA 

MIKE & DONA CASTELAN will celebrate thei 
9th Wedding Anniversary on November 27, 198.- 
DONA said that they were issued a 75 year 
guarantee by the minister nine years ago. 

She said that they have 66 years to go on 
the guarantee and says to MIKE, "Do you want 
to go for it?" — I'll bet he says, "YES!" 

CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES FOR THE 
NEXT 66 YEARS TO COME AND MORE!'.! 


COPYING / DUPLICATING 

featuring 

XEROX. 8200 COPIER/DUPLICATOR 
COPYING/DUPLICATING WHILE YOU WAIT 

CUSTOM PRINTING • MAILING SERVICE 

Free Pick-up and Delivery 



1208 FREEDOM BLVD. 
WATSONVILLE, CA 95076 
(408) 724-6522 


******* 


***** 


NEW DEADLINE 

A new DEADLINE has been set for the 10th 
of each month so that we might get the pape 
out even earlier. It seems that our member? 
out of Watsonville are not receiving their 
KALIFORNSKI early enough to plan on attendii 
any of our programs. Members in Watsonville 
receive their copies at least two days afte 
mailing so it seems to be a problem with a 
hold up at the post office. If I don’t hav 
the information in time, I will not be able 
to publish it until the next issue. REMEMB: 
to send me any information by the 10th of e 
month. 
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join oun family of satisfied customers 




MARTIN’S PAINTING 

License No. 476549 
MARTIN LASICH 

214 Prospect, Watsonville, CA 

(408) 728-3505 after 6 p.m. 
or 722-1589 
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(From REVIEW 211/84 comes this very interesting ^ 
article) ^ 

GAMZIGRAD IDENTIFIED AFTER 16 CENTURIES & 


The riddle of Gamzigrad, an archaeolo¬ 
gical site in eastern Serbia, has finally 
been solved. In mid-June academician 
Dragoslav Srejovic, Belgrade archaeolo¬ 
gist, and Anka Lalovic, museum curator 
from Zajecar, discovered among the ruins 
of a large building at Gamzigrad a stone 
block bearing an inscription with the name 
of ancient Gamzigrad. The inscription, 
framed in a laurel leaf, reads "Felix 
Romuliana". This confirms Gamzigrad as the 
place where Roman emperor Gaius Galerius 
Valerius Maximianus, first co-ruler with 
Diocletian (from 293 to 305) and then 
from 305 to 311 sole ruler of the Roman 
Empire, was born and buried. This dis¬ 
covery places Gamzigrad in a distinct 
and small group representing Roman palace 
architecture. From historical sources it 
is known that Galerius was born somewhere 
between present-day Sofia (Bulgaria) and 
the Danube and that the place, when he 
became emperor, was named Romuliana after 
his mother Romula and was designated as his 
final resting place. Archaeologists have 
speculated for a long time about the loca¬ 
tion. Most of them believed that Romuliana 
must have been in Bulgaria. Srejovic, who 


has been investigating Gamzigrad for 15 years, 
had other ideas, and the inscription that has 
been discovered finally confirms Gamzigrad 
as Galerius palace, its dimensions (the 
Gamzigrad complex covers over 100,000 square 
metres) surpassing Diocletian f s palace in 
Split on the Adriatic coast. 

"Today we are certain that we have two 
key monuments of classical culture in our 
country. They are Diocletian’s palace 
in Split and Galerius* palace in Gamzigrad, 
built five or ten years later (construction 
began in 306) . This imperial palace now 
sets new standards for judging other Roman 
remains, not just in this country but throug - 
out the territory occupied by the Roman 
Empire." says Srejovic. 

There are indications of two more palaces 
of Roman emperors who prepared to abdicate 
(the empire had been divided into four admir. - 
strative units) and had palaces built in 
their native lands as a final resting place. 
The first was discovered in Sicily, though 
it has not received archaeological verifi¬ 
cation, and the second belonged to Maximian 
(likewise Diocletian’s co-ruler) and was 
somewhere in southern Italy. However, it 
has never been located and is known only 
through historical sources. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

From ANTON & DRAGA MILLICH comes a note 
saying that they enjoy the magazine 
(Kalifornski) very much. Especially the 
writings of IRENE STRAZICICH. 

From MRS. (KATHERINE) RATT0: ”We enjoy 
the Kalifornski very much." 

Thank you very much for taking the time 
to drop us a line and let us know your 
feelings about the work that we are doing. 
IRENE STRAZICICH is gathering more of her 
writings for your enjoyment and we’ll soon 
be printing more of her most interesting 
work. 

- T HE EDITOR-**** * 


No Paper? 


If someone you know is not receiving the KALIF¬ 
ORNSKI, please let me know. I publish this 
for you the membership and I would like each 
of you to have the opportunity of keeping in 
touch with YACO. CALL ME AT 724-1731 after 6pm. 
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A PARTY 

From EMME COLENDICH comes this news: 

Our Annual YACO Christmas Party complete 
with a Delicious Pork Dinner with all the 
trimmings, Our Ever-Favorite Santa Claus, 
Delightful Music for everyone’s entertain¬ 
ment, Wonderful Christmas Gifts for the 
Children (Remember to give the names of 
your children who will be attending the 
Party to EMME so that she can relay the 
message to Santa Claus) and a raffle 
for the enjoyment of those who just: 
might be a bit too mature to sit 
on Santa's knee — All will be held at 
the Kennedy Youth Center on East Lake 
Avenue near the Santa Cruz County Fair¬ 
grounds on December 14, 1985 - Saturday 
beginning at 5:00 p.m. We have always 
had a marvelous time celebrating the 
special holiday with our friends and 
loved ones. The Dinners have always 
been a symphony of delight to our 
anxious palates. RON HILL and JERRY 
G0SP0DNETICH have proven expert chefs 
in the preparation of the last few dinners. 
Hopefully they will be on the agenda 
for this one. 

REMEMBER DEC. 14, 1985 - SATURDAY - 
5:00 p.m. our celebration of the 
Christmas Holiday!I! We'll be sending 
a special flyer out to you with further 
information. 

_ ***** 

WELCOME 

Some very happy YACO members along 
with their family and friends are 
FRANNIE COLENDICH and LENA DERPICH. 

The reason for their excitement is 
the arrival of their father, GUSTAV 
DERPICH from Brae. Mr. DERPICH 
will be visiting with them for about 
6 weeks which I am sure will be much 
too short a visit what with the meeting 
of his two delightful grandchildren. 

______ __-***** 

VOTE 
NOV. 3 rd 


I am sure that we will enjoy the pleasure of 
Mr. DERPICH 1 s company at our YACO meeting. It 
was a very delightful pleasure meeting FRANNIE 
and LENA'S mother when she came to visit and now 
we look forward to visiting with Mr. DERPICH. 
D0BR0 DOSLI G0SP0D DERPICH! 

_ ***** 



PROKLETIJE 

The Prokletije mountains are one of the highes 
and most rugged ranges in the Balkans. Their 
original name was "Proklete planine" — literally 
the Accursed Mountains (in Albanian, Bjeshka e 
Nemun) — which the local people gave them be¬ 
cause at one time they were extremely difficult 
to cross. 

Far from main roads, the Prokletije long 
remained wild and inaccessible. It w as not 
until the early 20th century that they were fully 
explored and properly mapped. The mountains 
lie on the Yugoslav-Albanian border, on the Yugo 
Slav side in the Republic of Montenegro and 
Province of Kosovo. The main ridge extends 70 krr 
in a NE-SW direction. The highest peaks of these 
magnificent but bleak mountains are Djeravica 
(in Kosovo) — 2,656 m. above sea level and 
Maja e Jezercit (in Albania) — 2,694 m. 

A characteristic feature of the Prokletije 
is its cirques up to 6 km. long, undoubtedly 
the remains of Pleistocene glaciation, and deep 
gorges stretching for as much as 25 km. in length. 
One of the best known and most beautiful is the 
Rugovo Gorge. 

At the very beginning of the Rugovo Gorge is 
the Crne Makaze (Black Shears) Cave, so called 
by the local inhabitants because the semi¬ 
circular entrance resembles a pair of sheep- 
shears. A 100-metre-long tunnel leads gradually 
down into an enormous cavern, richly decorated 
with stalactites and stalagmites. The Prokletije 
mountains also conceal the Radovo Cave, whose 
entire length of over 2,000 metres is filled with 
stalactites, stalagmites, small lakes and foaming 
underground streams. 

(Continued next page) 
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(PROKLETIJE continued) 


Another typical feature of this region is 
the glacier valleys. The main glacier direc¬ 
tion is provided by the Vrmoska river flowing 
from Albania westward. In Yugoslavia it 
changes its name to the Gerncar, and becomes 
the Luca just before it enters Lake Plav. 

This glacier valley, 35 km. in length is 
the largest in the Balkans. Covered with 
verdant meadows and lush grass it, too, 
comes to an end at Lake Plav. 

The Prokletije mountains, having abun¬ 
dant water, are the source of several rivers. 
The numerous glacier lakes are yet another 
attraction. The loveliest of these — alas, 
quite unknown — is Ligeni Ishtares. 
Surrounded on three sides by mountain peaks 
of up to 2,450 m., this lake marks the 
beginning of the Yugoslav part of the Prok¬ 
letije. The lake is of the periodical 
type and when it has a good water supply, 
its southern part extends into Albania. 

The geographical position and great 
altitude differences of these mountains 
have resulted in an extremely varied plant 
and animal life, while the relative isola¬ 
tion of the Prokletije has led to the sur¬ 
vival of certain rare species. In this 
region, where the climate ranges from sub- 
Mediterranean in the canyons to eternal snow 
and ice on the peaks, you can still see the 
endemic lynx (lynx lynx). The ferocious 
beast enjoys protection as a rare species. 
From the peaks of the Prokletije, inhabited 
by a very rare species of spotted salamander 
(salamandra atra), many mountain streams 
splash their way down, teeming with large 
trout. The ornithological life is also 
interesting. Alongside the usu-'l species 
of mountain birds, such as the wall creeper 
(tichodroma muraris) and alpine accentor 
(prunella colaris), you will also see en¬ 
dangered species like the peregrine 
falcon (falco peregrinus), the lanner falcon 
(falco biarmicus), the capercaillie (tetrao 
urogaus) and one of the biggest birds in the 
world — the griffon vulture (gups fulus). 

No less exotic is the plant life. Here 
you can enjoy uninterrupted expanses of 
cluster of Macedonian pine (pinus peuce) and 
a relative of the Scots pine called ’’pinus 
leukodermis" — both trees being unique to 


the Balkan peninsula. The sharp transition 
between this forested part and the bare 
white cliffs gives the Prokletije a special 
attraction. 

Despite its relative inaccessability, this , 
high mountain region on the Yugoslav-Albanian 
border has long been known to man. The 
earliest traces lead us back to Roman times, 
when an important caravan route passed this 
way from Lake Skadar and the Adriatic Sea 
into the interior. Nowadays it is hard to 
imagine how, two millenia ago, people traversed 
these almost 2,000-metre-high ravines. Sadly, 
nothing is left to tell us of the people who 
lived here and the life they led. Unlike 
the bare heights, the lower slopes of the 
mountains are carpeted with forest and rich 
pastures. 

Though far-reaching changes have occurred 
in the way of life since the old times, 
something has been handed down through the 
generations. Livestock farming is still one 
of the chief occupations, carried on in a semi- 
nomadic way — winters down in the villages 
and summers up on the mountains, in a "katun”, 
a kind of large, one-roomed dwelling. Apart 
from accommodating a number of families, 
this spacious and clean area is also used for 
making cheese and butter. What is interesting 
about the "katun” in this region is that it is 
made from tree branches complete with leaves, 
which serve as a heat insulator, protecting the 
inmates from high day and low night tempera¬ 
tures. Though today’s ’’katun” echoes to 
the sound of a stereo radio, and the kids who 
round up the sheep wear T-shirts and All-Star 
running shoes, nonetheless, there is something 
that never changes — the local hospitality. 
Everywhere you go, you will be offered a cup 
of real sheep’s milk, and even a bed for the 
night. 

Yet, few people visit this isolated and 
ecomomically backward area. It seems that only 
the Yugoslav Mountaineering Association does 
anything to advertise the Prokletije: this 
mountain range, which includes the highest 
peak in Montenegro, is extremely popular 
among climbers. 
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JOIN US TODAY 

We earnestly invite you to join the 
YUGOSLAV-AMERICAN CULTURAL ORGANIZATION 
established in 1979. 

We are a non-profit, non-political, 
and non-religiously oriented organization, 
and our main purpose for coming together 
was to simply bring the various members 
of the Slavic community at large together 
for their mutual cultural enjoyment. 

We are very proud to have among our 
members, Yugoslav-Americans whose families 
came from the many different regions and 
republics of today 1 s Yugoslavia. We 
also have many members who are non- 
slavic but enjoy, appreciate and support 
the Slavic culture and its vast richness. 

Our goals are as we mentioned before, 
ONLY to promote a cultural awareness 
and appreciation of our heritage as well 
as to bring Slavs and non-slavs together 
in a social and cultural atmosphere. 

Our programs include folk dances from 
all regions of Yugoslavia as well as 
slides and movie presentations, history 
lectures, folk singing (we have a sing¬ 
ing group called "HARMONIJA" who perform 
not only for YACO functions, but 
celebrate marvelous performances for 
many other groups both locally and out 
of the city), language instruction, 
and other various cultural activities. 

Won’t you consider joining us for 
a good time as well as a very inform¬ 
ative experience? All memberships include 
the receipt of this paper, THE KALIFORNSKI 
each month to keep you informed of YACO’s 
activities and other informative news. 

The nicest people belong to YACO 
and you’ll be among them once you join. 


Our dues arc as follows: 

Single membership .S12.00 

Family membership.S18.00 




Name:. 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
__ Birth date 


Husband: 
Wife:- 


Address:- 

Phone number-. 
Interests:- 


ATTENTION: 


THE KALIFORNSKI is your publication. If 
there is anything in particular that you 
would like to see in any future issues, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me. If 
you have any subjects relating to Yugoslav 
heritage or about Yugoslavs, here or abroad, 
that you would like to see published in our 
newsletter, please let me know. I would 
appreciate your cooperation in publishing 
this newsletter each month. Any questions 
suggestions, contact me: 


or 


PATRICIA L. SOLANO, Editor 
333 ELKHORN ROAD 
WATSONVILLE CA 95076 
(408) 724-1731 or 722-4357 
after 6 p.m. 


SUGGESTED TOPICS: 


1. 

2 . 

3. 


4. 


5. 

6 . 
7. 
S. 

9. 

10 . 


about 

or 


Trips by YACO members. 

Visitors from the Old Country. 

Newspaper or magazine articles 
Yugoslavia or Yugoslavs, local 
abroad. 

Weddings, anniversaries, graduations, 
birth announcements, or special 
celebrations by YACO members. 

Civic or cultural contributions by 
Yugoslavs. 

Yugoslav recipes. 

Yugoslav songs, poetry or stories. 
Special family traditions for holidays, 
etc. 

Yugoslav stories for children. 

Anything you think might be of interest 
to YACO members. 


Travel in style 
tourism professionals 
- at your service 
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AMITY TOURS. INC. 
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1 First Street, Suite H • Los Altos, CA 94022 

Cill Toll Free: (800) 227-6928 (CA) * (800) 523-8406 (Outside CA) 
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Yugoslav Background. 
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Yugoslav Airlines. Amity Tours is pleased to be the Authorized 
Nortnern California Agency representing JAT 
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Children under 18 included in Famiiv MemDcrsnip. | 
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YACO Member 



FORD 


r~ 



Martv Franich 

' BOB CULBERTSON 

ROCKY FRANICH 

★ Lowest Prices on Cars 

★ Two Modern Service Depts. 

★ Convenient to all 

Santa Cruz & Monterey Residents. 

MARTY FRANICH FORD WATSONVILLE 
MARTY FRANICH LINCOLN-MERCURY 


YACO 
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SUPPORT YACO 


REMEMBER TO SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS. WE 
APPRECIATE THEIR SUPPORT OF THE KALIFORMSKI. 
WHEN VISITING OUR ADVERTISERS, MENTION THAT 
YOU SAW THEIR AD IN THE KALIFORNSKI. 
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YUGOSLAV-AMERICAN 
CULTURAL ORGANIZATION, INC. 

P.O. Box 226 
Watsonville. CA. 95077 
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